Growing up with DNA repair and joining the EMS.
I recount some personal history, as I rode the crest of the wave of discovery and excitement in the DNA repair field from the early 1960s and eventually came to appreciate that the Environmental Mutagen Society is the appropriate professional "home" for researchers in this field: it places them in the context of the broader genetic, societal, and regulatory issues raised from their studies. In return, the wisdom provided from basic research on cellular processing of damaged DNA is essential to mechanism-based decisions in the domain of genetic toxicology.